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there was no occasion to send white men* But if there were any 


more seen within our settlements they should soon find white men 
and Indians enough to cut them all off and leave them neither town 
nor people. And since they were so obstinant as to refuse to make 
good any damages they had done, that was all I had to say to them.” 


* About the Catawbas and Saponis being mentioned together — in 



1730 the Lieutenant-Governor of Virginia reported to London that 
”The Saponies and the other petty nations accociated with them” 
(chiefly the Occaneechi),''"being disturbed by the Tuscaruroes, are 
retired out of Virginia to the Cattabaws" (in South Carolina). 

( This from records in the British Public Records Office relating to 
Virginia, Volume 19, printed in the Colonial Records of North Caro¬ 
lina, Volume 3» page 89. William Byrd (who surveyed the line be¬ 
tween Virginia and North Carolina in 1728) reported, in 1728, that 
the Catawba Nation had four hundred men and seven towns. At this 

X 

^time the Saponi were all Still in Virginia. 

B Back to Edenton, N.C., May 10th, 1731i "Upon which the Governor” 
(Burrington) "bade the interpreter tell them that the Governor and 
people of South Carolina had all the reason in the world to be an¬ 
gry with them. That he would them go out and consider what I had 
said to them, and agree to pay me. For if the South Carolina In¬ 
dians came against them, he would give them” (the Tuscarora) "no 
assistance. And if they did any more injuries, and the white peo¬ 
ple came against them, he himself must be against them also; and 
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therefore they had better well to consider of it. 

"At which they all went out, and two or three hours after, told 
the Governor they could not agree to pay anything. 

"Upon which he told' them to .tell me^ for I must carry back the 
answer. 

"Then they answered they would tell me bye and bye. And the 
next morning" (May 11th, 1731) "they gave me the same answer — 
they could not pay anything, but that they would come into our so 
settlements no more, but could not engage for the Senecas not com¬ 
ing ." 

"(Inclosure) North Carolina May 11th 1731 

Sir 

I am much honored with your Excellency's commands, which I re¬ 
ceived in a letter written by Captain Walis. 

"We are all very certain in this country that the Tuscarora In¬ 
dians are very great scoundrels. They have been before me in 
Council, examined and interrogated by Captain Walis, most of the 
facts charged on them fully proved, yet they absolutely refuse to 
make any satisfaction. The good people of this province are far 
from liking the vile practices of these fellows and will not as¬ 
sist them upon any occasion, but rather, favor any men you send 
against them. 

"These Tuscaroras were in a very peacable and quiet way before 
Sir Richard Everard was Governor* but they are absolutely at this 
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time without any government amongst themselves. Mr. Walis will in¬ 
form your Excellency that I used my endeavors to persuade them to 
give reasonable satisfaction for the injuries they had done your 
people. I shall be very proud to receive your commands upon all oc¬ 
casions that offer for your service, and desire the honor to call 
myself. Sir, Your Excellency's most humble and obedi¬ 
ent servant, George Burrington." 

* Governor Burrington had about the same opinion of North Carolina 
as a whole. 


Two days later, a letter from Meredith Hughes, miscalled "Hugh Meredith", of 
Cape.Fear river:in North Carolina, appeared on pages 27 and 28 of the May 13th, 
1731 issue of a Northern newspaper, the Pennsylvania Gazette . In 1922 this let¬ 
ter reprinted by one Earl Greg Swem of Perth Amboy, New Jersey, as a small book 
called An Account of the Cape Fear Country 1731 by Hugh Meredith , in a limited 
edition of only 67 copies. Page 9: 

" .. But now there is not an Indian to be seen in this place; the Senekas 
(who have always lived in amity with the English) and their tributaries the Sus- 
quehannah" (Meherrin) "and Tuskarora Indians having almost totally destroyed 
those called Cape Fear Indians. And the small remains of them abide among the 
thickest of the South Carolina inhabitants, not daring to appear near the out 
settlements, for the very name of a Seneka is terrible to them, as indeed it is 
to most of these southern Indians 

As.•! will bring out whenever I write a formally constructed history of the 
Cape Fears, Meredith Hughes had traded with them in 1717 when they first came 
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to South Carolina, there to live with the Winia nation of Indians on Black river 
in South Carolina for at least three years or maybe six years or more ending early 
in 1727, when they fled further south into the more heavily settled parts of the 
countryside, well below Santee river. Meredith Hughes had been the only South Ca¬ 
rolinian licenced to trade with the Cape Fears in 1717-1718, and in 1731 had held 
a close familiarity with the Black river region of South Carolina for fully fif¬ 
teen years. Iii his 1731 letter he wrote, "During the winter I resided at Black ri¬ 
ver in Winyaw, South Carolina", and he had traded with several different tribes of 
Indians there as early as 1716. By "Winyaw" he means the lower portion of Black 
river up to and including all of Black Mingo creek, in 1731 the absolute northern 
frontier of settlement in South Carolina for at least the past nineteen years. 

On May 15th, 1731, the North Carolina legislature met at Edenton and (among oth¬ 
er business) voted affirmativelytbn & .reimbursement of 25 = pounds:/’/To Sir Richard 
Everard", a former Governor of the colony, "for going over the Sound upon complaint 
against the Tuskarooro Indians, servants, boats and hands for 10 days." (The Co¬ 
lonial Records , Volume 3, page 282, repeated, page 319) 

Again, on July 2nd, 1731, North Carolina's Governor Burrington wrote in a gener¬ 
al report to London of the state of affairs in the colony of "the Tuscarora Indi¬ 
ans who were formerly very powerful .. consisting now of about 200 fighting men." 
(Volume,3, page 153) A great many of them must have left the colony for New York 
in the past nine years, since they were supposed to have had 300 warriors in 1722. 

In another letter to London from Governor Burrington, September 4th, 1731, he 
says: "We expect our Indians will be attacked by those of South Carolina. The 
Northern Indians ^called the Five Nations, are in alliance'with burs and have prom- 

\ 

^sed to assist them with a thousand imen*vpart of-whichJare already come into this 


province" (Volume 3, page 202, repeated, page 205) 
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Commons House Journal, No. 9, Part 1, pages 11, 149, 245, 246, 273, 277, 278, 
294-295, 297-298 (November 12th, 1734, March 20, 21, April 26, May 29, June 6th, 
1735), S.C. Archives 


Page 11 (November 12th, 1734), "May it please your Excellency, This House being 
well informed that the Tuskerora Indians have from time to time committed great de¬ 
predations on the settlements, and have killed several of our friendly Indians, 
and are now actually within our settlements; We desire your Excellency may be 
pleased to write to his Excellency the Governor of North Carolina on that head, 
that he may give proper directions to restrain the licentious behavior of that na¬ 
tion for the future." 

On January 24th, 1735, according to the Council Journal Upper House, "Read a let¬ 
ter from His Excellency the Governor of North Carolina to His Excellency the Gover¬ 
nor of this Province, and in answer to his relating to the insults committed by 
the Tuscorora Indians/'sriand oni'.settling:the .boundary .between-the .±wo Carolinas. 

Page 149,(March 20th, 1735), a letter from the South Carolina Governor: "I have 
just now received information by Captain White that the Tuskarora Indians, to the 
number of seventeen, have insulted our people about Winyaw." (Spelled "Wyneau" in 
another copy of this letter. Council Journal Upper House, No. 6, Part 1, page 67.) 
"And I send you Colonel Gendron’s letter relating to that affair for your perusal 
and consideration • If you think proper to send for Captain White, he will inform 
you of the particulars he knows on this subject." 

March 21st, 1735, "The message from his Excellency relating to the Tuskraras, 
and Colonel Gendron T s letter on that subject." April 1735, John Hammerton, page 
13,1.3, 7 shillings, 6 pence "To drawing a Proclamation promising a Reward for 
killing Tuscaroraw Indians, and Seal." 


pqge 6 o-f AS, Sntley 0*\> The PoundQry Line 


•Gendron pronounced Zhandro (Frenek) 
^see btlovSj pqje 
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April 26th, 1735 (pages 2l\2- 252). Page 2L|.5, a letter from the 
Lieutenant-Governor: 

"Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, I herewith send you three letters I 
have just now received from Colonel Gendron, Captain Wigfall, and 
my overseer, concerning the Tuskerora Indians who have been a con¬ 
siderable time doing mischief in several parts of the settlements. 

I therefore desire your opinion forthwith what is proper to be 
done therein. By his Excellency’s order, the 

26th day of April 1735 Thomas Broughton” 

Page 2l|.6, same days ”May it please your Excellency, in answer 
to your message just now received relating to the Tuskeroras, we 
beg leave to acquaint your Excellency that we are of the opinion 
your Excellency should order the Commanding Officers to the North¬ 
ward to make what draught they shall think proper out of each com¬ 
pany, together with such number of Indians as they can get, to 
pursue them, and endeavor to take one or more of them alive if pos¬ 
sible, or drive them out of the settlements. 

The 26th day of April 1735* By Order of the House, Paul Jenys, 
Speaker.” 

May 29th, 1735 (pages 270-278). Page 273, a letter from the 
Lieutenant Governor: 

”Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, Notwithstanding the expense and 
great endeavors this Government has used in an amicable manner to 
make the Tuskerora Indians sensible that we will not suffer them 
to come into our settlements to destroy our friend Indians, kill 
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our cattle, and carry away our slaves; yet as those Indians still 
continue to engage in those hostilities, we think it absolutely 
necessary to raise about thirty white men to join such a body of 
the Catawba and Cherokee Indians as will be sufficient to cut off 
that small nation of Indians, which till then we apprehend our set¬ 
tlements will always be disturbed. 

"If you agree with us to support the expense of such an expedir 
tion, we will take the trouble to put the same in execution in the 
most effectual manner.* 

The 29th day of May 1735* Thomas Broughton." 

Same day, page 277: "The Committee" (of five men) "appointed to 
consider of an report to this House what affairs are absolut^iy ne¬ 
cessary to be done this session, recommend ... 5th, to making pro¬ 
visions for expelling the Tuskerora Indians." 

Same day, page 278, "On the affairs of the Tuskerora Indians, 
Colonel Waties, Colonel Hext, Captain Cordes and Mr. Drake." 

June 6th, 1735,(pages 294-299). Pages 294-295* "Friday the 6th 
of June, 1735* A.M. On reading and debating his Honor the Lieuten¬ 
ant Governor’s message of the 29th day of May last, relating to 
the Tuskerora Indians; Resolved , that this House will give the :> 
sum of 50 pounds current money as a reward to any person whosoever, 
either free man or slave, that shall kill a Tuskerora Indian. 

"And the following message was drawn to his Honor the Lieuten¬ 
ant Governor and ordered to be engrossed and signed by the Speaker, 
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that is: 

’’■May it please your Honor, in answer to your Honor's message of 
the 29th day of May last, this House have agreed to give a reward 
of 50 £ per head to any person whosoever, freeman or slave, that 
shall kill any Tuskerora Indian, and 60.pounds per head for every 
Tuskerora Indian that shall be taken alive, upon such person deli¬ 
vering such Tuskerora to the Public Treasurer of this province. 

We therefore desire your Honor will be pleased to notice by a Pro¬ 
clamation of such resolve, which we hope will put an effective 
stop to this evil. 

The 6th day of June 1735* By order of the House, 

Paul Jenys, Speaker." 

The same day, pages 297-298, a second letter to the Lieutenant- 
Governor, this one on Indian slaves (Indians enslaved by the Eng¬ 
lish, but stolen by the Tuscarora). "On motion the following mes¬ 
sage were drawn to his Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, which being 
read, was ordered to be engrossed and signed by the Speaker. 

"May it please your Honor, As this House is informed that sever¬ 
al slaves have made their escape from this province and very pro¬ 
bably are sheltered and protected by the Tuskerora Indians in 
North Carolina Government, which has a very evil tendency, we pray 
your Honor will be pleased to send express to the Governor of 
North Carolina acquainting him therewith, desiring that he would 
be pleased to use all proper methods to apprehend such slaves and 
cause them to be conveyed back to this Government, the charge of 
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which shall be defrayed. 

"And also to acquaint his Excellency with the methods now taken 
to expel those Tuskeroras out of this Government on their late re¬ 
peated insults, and that the next step on the like provocation we 
shall endeavor to extirpate them, in which we hope to have his Ex¬ 
cellency’s concurrence, and the assistance of all his Majesty's 
liege subjects residing in that province. 

The 6th day of June 1735* By order of the House 

Paul Jenys, Speaker." 


Prom the South Carolina Gazette , the single newspaper (itself 
only three years old),of-Charleston, S.C., the regular four-page 
issue of June 21st, 1735>> the entire left half of the front page: 

"South Carolina. By the Honorable THOMAS BROUGHTON, Esquire ;. 
Lieutenant-Governor and Commander in Chief Ah & over his Majesty's 

province of South-Carol in a . A PROCLAMATION. 

"Whereas Those who inhabit the Out-settlements of this His Ma¬ 
jesty's. Province, as well as many others, living & residing in 
the same, have and do daily receive many & notorious Abuses, from 
the Tuscaroraw Indians , in so much that great part of their Es¬ 
tates and Properties are carried away and destroyed by the Indi¬ 
ans; AND.-whereas the General Assembly of this Province have tak¬ 

en the Consequences thereof into consideration, and have agreed 
to allow a Reward to any person whatsoever, Freeman or Slave, who 
shall kill any Thscaroraw Indian , of Fifty Pounds Current Money, 
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and Sixty Pounds like Current Money for every Tuscaroraw Indian 
who shall be taken alive, upon such persons delivering such Indi¬ 
ans to the Public Treasurer of this Province: 

"I have therefore thought fit, by and with the Advice and Con¬ 
sent of His Majesty's Honorable Council, to issue this my Proclam¬ 
ation to give notice of the said Reward, that an Effectual stop 
may be put to the said Evil. 

"Given under my Hand and the Great Seal of this His Majesty's 
Province, this 15th day of June 1735* And in the Ninth Year of 
his Majesty's Reign. 

GOD SAVE THE KING. THOMAS BROUGHTON. 

By his Honor's Command, 

J. MICHIE, Dep. Seer." 
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"North Carolina, March General Court 1736. 

"Andrew Broughton, Esquire, complains of John Glover of Bertie, free planter 
in custody of the Marshall (for that, to wit, whereas) the said Andrew on or 
about the 10th day of June in the year of our Lord 1735, in the province of 
South Carolina, was possessed of an Indian man slave called Cyrus aged about 37 
years, by trade a carpenter, of the price of 100 pounds proclamation money, being 
the slave and property of the said Andrew and being so possessed. 

^AUdithe said^Andrew afterwards that is' to sayon the aforesaid! 10th day <5f 
Juhe'in the year afore said .and in the province of South Carolina aforesaid--, out 
of his hands and possession the aforesaid Indian slave called Cyrus did casually 
lose.. 


"ffhlch Said Indian^slave so lost afterwards—that is to say on or about the 
10th day of September in the year aforesaid in the precinct of Bertie in the 
aforesaid province of North Carolina— into the hands and possession of the 
aforesaid John Glover by finding came. 

"And notwithstanding he, the said John, well knew the said Indian slave Cyrus 
to be the property and slave of the said Andrew, and that of right he then be¬ 
longed to him, yet he the said John contriving and intending him, the said An¬ 
drew, of the said Indian slave to ^defraud?); 

"the said Indian slave to him the said Andrew,';hath, not as yet delivered, 
though often since in the precinct of Bertie aforesaid. By him the said Andrew 
he the said John was so to do required. 

"But he the said John the said Indian slave afterwards (to wit, on or about 
the 10th day of September in the year and precinct aforesaid) fdr"hi*'Own proper 
use and interest did convert and dispose of,(to the said Andrew’s damage of 500 
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pounds current money of the aforesaid province of North Carolina. 


it 


’And thereupon he brings this suit. 


J. Montgomery, Attorney" 


It’s hard to decipher through the legalese, but we know that the Tuscarora 
Nation of Indians on a reserve in Bertie county. North Carolina, sent warriors 
down into South Carolina to steal Indian slaves for twenty years, 1723-1743. 


(The number of Indian slaves held by the whites in South Carolina peaked at two 


thousand, more or less, right around 1724.) Very possibly the Tuscarora stole 
a thirty-seven year old Indian man named Cyrus from the South Carolina planta¬ 
tion of Andrew Broughton on the 10th of June, 1735. Exactly a year and three 
months later, in Bertie county. North Carolina, a John Glover, having gotten 
ahold of Cyrus somehow, sold him to some person unknown for 500 pounds, a lot of 
money. Broughton heard about this, got a lawyer and sued Glover for damages. 
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"Charleston , South Carolina, July 3. About 6 weeks ago, 14 of the Cutaboes", 
Catawbas, "having been informed of the premium to be given by the Government 
for bringing in Tuscorora Indians dead or alive" (an offer then nearly a year 
old), "went out in quest of them. 

"And meeting a party of 100 men they laid down in a swamp, to let them pass 
by. And seeing three of that party following at a distance, they fired upon 
them, killed two on the spot and wounded the third. 

"The noise of the guns alarming the others, they went to surround the place, 
suspecting enemies. But the Cutaboes (having.scalped the two men they had 
killed) escaped; and came to town"jrt'ouCharieSton,w"on Tuesday last with the 
rest of their party, 31 in number." Tuesday was June 29th. 

The hewspaper article just quoted refers to events of the six weeks or so up 
to the 3rd of July 1736, and appeared at the top of the left column of page 3 
in the October 22nd, 1736 issue of the Virginia Gasette . I found no record 
of the Catawba visit to Charleston in the Council Journals. 

The newspaper article following tells of events, sad ones, of the 9th and 10th 
of October 1736; may or may notrjceally have anything to do with the Tuscarora; 
and appeared in the Virginia Gazette as the bottom one fourth of the second co¬ 
lumn, page three of the issue dated January 7th, 1737: 

"Williamsburg , December 24 . By a letter from Colonel James Millikin (in 
North Carolina, dated at Roanoke, December the 10th).we have the following ac¬ 
count: That he received a letter from Mr. Thomas Brown, of the Cataboes, the 
chief Trader there" (and the father by a Catawba Indian woman of a son also 
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called Thomas Brown and then about seven years old), "informing him that on the 
9th of October last. Three Indians came to the house of one William Syms, on 
Pinetree creek", the present Camden, S.C. "And (in his absence) killed his 
wife, another woman, three children and a negro man; and then set fire to the 
House. Tis supposed they carried a white girl away with them alive, who lived 
at the house, but can’t be found. 

"They were followed the next morning by five white men, upon the track. Who 
found that they had stopped in the night, near a place called Mars Bluff, on 
Pedee River; where they had shared the plunder, and left the bloody clothes of 
the murdered people. The Indians bent their way northward, which makes it be- 
leived they were Tuskaroroes. 

"Mr. Brown wrote the above account to Colonel Millikan,(at the request of the 
Governor of South Carolina), desiring him to use his endeavors to apprehend 
those horrid murderers." 

f 

. 

I 

In all the years that the Virginia Gazette ran (1736-1780), no mention of the 
Tuscaroras still living in North Carolina up near the Virginia line, ever ap¬ 
peared outside of the two articles just quoted, as we see from the published 

• \ 

computer index of that newspaper. By "Mars Bluff" they mean the high ground 
and perpendicularly steep riverbank flatly against Fee Dee river, on the Flor¬ 
ence county side of the river. The single large village of the Peedea nation 
of Indians lay only about two miles away in 1736, on the other side of the ri¬ 
ver at the present town of Pee Dee, S.C., in the northwestern corner of Marion 
county. The Peedee Indians may or may not have known that Northern Indians 
were in the vicinity. 
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The only passage on Indians in a book by John Brickel ( The Nat ¬ 
ural History of North Carolina , published in Dublin, Ireland in 
1737 and in Murfreesboro, North Carolina in 1968) that appears 
original with Brickel, and not one of his massive plagiarizations. 
Pages 282-286. (preceded, on 282, by some transparent guesswork) 


•'They have three Parlcossys , or Indian Kings in this Province, 
who are civilized, viz . King Blunt, King Durant , and King Highter ; 
but they may rather be compared to heads of clans than Kings, ac¬ 
cording to their, appearances." 


That would be Thomas Blount, John 


Durant and Thomas Hoyter, ofnthe Tuscarora, Yeopim (Weapem-eoc) 
and Chowan (Chowanoc) Indians, respectively. Brickel may not 
have even known the names of those tribes. A fourth Indian King 
in North Carolina at this time was John Squires, King of the Mat- 
tamuskeets, and the Hatteras, Meherrin and Poteskeet Indians also 
in North Carolina at this time may also each have had a King. 


"I have frequently seen and conversed with these three Kings" — 
probably he saw them one time only — "whose dresses were as fol¬ 
lows : 

"King Blunt appeared before the Governor to pay his tribute, 
which he, as well as the rest, generally do once or twice every 
year; and this tribute is a quantity of deer - skins , dressed af¬ 
ter the Indian manner." 


(He means Indian buckskin. I have some of it before me, from 
the only place that I know of on earth where they still make it. 
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This is the little town of-Jena in north Louisiana, one of a ser¬ 
ies of towns in the immediate vicinity where a tiny percentage of 
of the population is Choctaw. At least seven or eight families 
of Choctaw Indians — Q0% fullbloods — live at Jena, recognized 
by and well known to the state of Louisiana as the Jena band of 
Choctaw. They bear the surnames of Lewis and Jackson and converse 
in their homes in a dialect of Choctaw influenced by an extinct 
pidgin once famous as the Mobilian Trade Language. The reader 
should think of Indian buckskin as something distinct and differ¬ 
ent — softer, and harder to make — than buckskin tanned the oth- 

Ver way.) ___ r ' ' _ 

Back to King Blount: "Compliments being passed between him and 
the Governor .. they" (Blount, Durant and Hoyter) "were desired 
to sit down and dine with his Excellency (which all of them gener¬ 
ally do, whenever they come to town, where the Governor is). Sev¬ 
eral discourses passed between them, and amongst other things, 

X 

that they were afraid of the Sinagars , or Iroquois Indians (who 
are not in subjection to the English ) coming to invade them; and 
desiring the assistance of the Governor, if there should be any 
occasion; which he assured them of. 


1 


*»5eriecds. 


"Dinner being ended, the glass went round very merrily, and 
whenever they drank to the Governor, they always;styled him by 
the name of Brother . These three Kings speak English tolerably 
well, and are very wary and cunning in their discourses. And you 
would be surprised to hear what subtle and witty answers they 
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made to each question proposed to them, notwithstanding they are 
in general illiterate people, having no letters or learning to 
improve them. 

"King Blunt being the most powerful of these I have mentioned, 
had a suit of English broadcloth on, and a pair of women's stock- 
ings of a blue color, with white clocks, a tolerable good shirt, 
cravat^* shoes, hat, and so on .." (Durant and Hoyter described 
next) " .. And it is to be observed, that after their return home 
to their towns, thattthey never wear these clothes till they make 
the next State Visit amongst the Christians . 

"After this manner appeared the three civilized Kings, with 
each of them his Queen , children . Physician , Captains of War , and 
his guards . After dinner was over, the Governor ordered rum for 
the Queens and the rest of the retinue, who remained at some dis- 

f 

tance from the Governor's house during the time the Kings were in 
company with him. In a few hours after they all withdrew from 
the Governor's house, and went into town to dispose of their de 
deer - skins that were remaining, for blankets , guns , powder , shot , 
ball , and other necessaries they had occasion for, and especially 
rum, whereof they are very fond. 


" .. Their Queens, sons, and daughters, are never permitted to 
dine at the Governor's table with the Kings, but remain with 
their children and guards at some distance from the house. 

"The first of these Queens was drest with a petticoat" (what we 

^omamen+ql -fijores on "Me of 4 Sfookinj 
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today would call a dress, a women's skirt) "made after the Euro¬ 


pean manner, and had her hair (which is generally long, thick and 
black) tied full of bits of stuff (such as red, green, yellow, 
and a variety of other colors), so that to a Europe an she rather 
seemed like a woman out of Bedlam , than a Queen. She likewise 
had a large belt about her full of their peack , or wampum , which 
is their money, and what they value above gold or silver , but to 
me it seemed no better than our common snails , or other ordinary 
shells. The other parts of the body from the waist upwards were 
all naked. (The other two Queens were dressed much after the 
same manner, but none like the first", the Tuscarora Queen, "hav¬ 
ing not such rich belts of money about their bodies, which to us 
in Europe would not be worth one farthing.)" 


— This wampum had 


served as the Indian currency actually in circulation in 1701- 
1708, or even (at least in the case of the Chowanoc) perhaps as 
late as 1720 (see above, page 76};; but these wampum belts in 
1737 may have been kept solely as heirloom peices. 


" .. What is worthy of observation amongst the whole retinue, 
is this, that you shall not see two but what have some mark to 
distinguish them from each other; 

"sometimes very long black hair, with several bits of stuff, 
such as green , blue, red , white , and yellow , tied in it; 

"others with their hair cut close, only a circle left on the 
head, the hair:whereof is about half an inch longer than the rest. 
"Others with several marks in different parts of their bodies 
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and faces, as if they had been marked with gun - powder , so that if 
you see a hundred of them, you shall always observe some differ¬ 
ence in each of them, either in their painting, tonsure of their 
hair, or the marks made in their skins. 

"All these guards were well armed, with each man a gun, good 
store of powder and ball, and a tamahawk by his side, which is a 
kind of small hatchet . It is likewise to be observed, that scarce 
any of the whole retinue, except the War Captains , had any cloth¬ 
ing, only tail - clouts (for decency)" — in other words, a loin¬ 
cloth — "to cover their nakedness, and some few with a blanket, 
or some such like piece of cloth about their shoulders." 


" .. As soon as they have sold their deer-skins for those neces¬ 
saries they had occasion for, and had drank what quantity of rum 
they were allowed, or thought fit to make use of, they came out 
into the street, to act the Indian War . Which to anyone bred in 
Europe , seemed rather like a scene of madness, than a warlike 
exercise, for one while they were hooping and ’.hollowing, another 
while stamping altogether like madmen, another time creeping, as 
if they were surprising their enemies, and many other antic pos¬ 
tures and gestures, too tedious to name." 

The above passage does include one other tale that may be original with 
Brickel, though not identified as to tribe. Brickel came to North Carolina 
from Ireland . in 1729 returning ~vbyr1737 .a sS-ir^Bichard Everard was Governor of 
North Carolina till 1731, followed by George Burrington (in for three years). 

and then lay J&abriel Johnston. ~ . 
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Council Journal, No. 10, pages 269-276 (August 17th, 1743)* 
South Carolina Archives 


2/4 


Pages 270-271, "Read the following letter from Colonel George 
Pawley, Colonel of the Regiment of Craven County, dated from 
Winiaw July 25th 1743* 

"Our few Indians as be amongst us are in great dread of the 
Tuscaroras as is now sulking in our settlements, and all those 
persons as have Indian slaves are in fear of losing them. Which 
makes me desire the favor of you to know if I can answer raising 
men to take them, they not being enemies. Neither do I know if 
that law is still in force as gave the encouragement for taking 
and killing them if found in our province. This I know, that if 
they kill or rob a white man then we may deem them our enemies, 
but if we slay till then I may be blamed for neglect. Which 
makes me beg your orders how to act, and am 

Your Honor's humble servant 
George Pawley 

"Upon reading and considering the said letter from Colonel Paw¬ 
ley relating to the Tuscarora Indians, it was the opinion of his 
Majesty's Council that proper steps should be taken to protect 
our Friendly Indians and the inhabitants of our northerly parts 
against the insults of the Tuscaroras without coming to an open 
rupture with those Indians, if it can be done, and for that pur¬ 
pose that Colonel Pawley be directed to give instructions to the 
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captains in his regiment that they endeavor to see and talk with 
some of the Tuscaroras if they possibly can. 

"And that they endeavor to reason them into a better conduct 
from the obligation arising from the alliance and friendship be¬ 
tween us and our Indians, which we look upon as our brothers, 
and must esteem their enemies ours. And that the officers per¬ 
suade such Indians to go with them to the Leiutenant Governor or 
to Colonel Pawley in the same manner. 

"And if the Colonel or the officers find the Indians obstinant 
or refractory, that they then talk to them in a higher tone and 
threaten them with taking ample satisfaction by force in case 
they attempt to commit injuries upon our Indians. 

"But if the officers cannot come to the conversation of any of 
the Indians as above, and they find the Tuscaroras still lurking 
in the neighborhood, that they then raise parties of their com¬ 
panies and endeavor to take some of them prisoners. Which if 
they effect, they are to send the prisoners to the Leiutenant 
Governor." 

After what John Brickel wrote in 1737, the closest thing I have to contem¬ 
porary mention of Indians wearing aboriginal-style clothing in what was then 
North Carolina is a 1747 reference, and it isn’t very close. It comes from 
James Hugo Johnston, "Documentary Evidence of the Relations of Negroes and 
Indians", Journal of Negro History , Volume 14 published in 1929, page 28 
quoting a Northern newspaper: 
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“Runaway on the 20th of September last, from Silas Pavin, at 
Cohansie in New Jersey, a very lusty Negro fellow named Samp¬ 
son, aged about 58 years and had some Indian blood in him. He 
is hip short and goes lame. He has taken with him a boy about 
12 or 13 years of age named Sam. Was born of an Indian woman, 
and looks much like an Indian only his hair. They are both weli 
clothed, only the boy is barefooted. They have taken with them a 
gun and ammunition and two rugs. They both talk Indian very 
well, and it is likely they have dressed themselves in the Indian 
dress, and gone to Carolina.” Pennsylvania Journal, October 1~ 


The big questions here are, to what Indian nation did Sampson (born about 
1689) and his apparent son Sam (born about 1734 or *35) belong; or from 
which Indian nation did they descend? Notice that they both spoke an In¬ 
dian language. And, did they get as far as North Carolina (through which 
they would have to travel before reaching South Carolina), and did they 
wear "the Indian dress" there? I will assume until finding out different¬ 
ly that they spoke one of the Indian tongues of New England. 

The case most similar to that of Sampson and his son Sam: On the 28th or 
30th of December 1798 Benjamin Hawkins, United States special agent to the 
Creek Indians in Georgia, wrote of "a man of color, named John, at present 
in the family of the Little Prince, of Tallauhassee", a Creek town. This 
John was a slave who had run away in 1790 "from Oconee" (also A .Creek set¬ 


tlement in Georgia), from a white master there. Seven years later he, John, 
testified that he had grown up in Ablemarle county, Virginia, where his par¬ 
ents, Tobe and his wife Hiebe, were slaves. Of his mother Phebe he said, 
October 5th, 1797, "She was decreed to be free in right of her mother, who 


was an Indian of the Delaware tribe." Nowj before the. end of 1798, one of 


her nine children— John, "a negro" but one-quarter Delaware Indian — made 

f • 

his home with a family of Creeks in Georgia who wore Indian dress. 



^ CallSe-MOn s of the Georgia Hi Stori c<J Society , 
\Zolufri£ 9 pages 20*6-, 2.60-261, 27& 


252 









1752 


P 



J 


Translations of German-language records on the Tuscarora in 

1752 , given below under head of the Roman numerals I through VIII 


I. the Colonial Records , Volume 5» P&ge 1, an entry in the 
diary of August Gottlieb Spangenburg, I7OI4.-I792, called "Brother 
Joseph", a German and a Bishop in the Moravian Church. 

"Edenton, September 15» 1752. "The condition of the Indians in 
North Carolina is rather a deplorable one. The tribe of Chowans 
is reduced to a few families. Their land has been taken away 
from them. The Tuscaroras live about 35 miles from here and are 
still in possession of a fine tract of land. They are a remnant 
of that tribe that waged war with North Carolina; and then took 
refuge with the Five Nations, and became incorporated with them. 
Those that have remained here are treated with great contempt, 
and will probably soon be entirely exterminated. The Meherring 
Indians live farther to the west, and are also reduced to a mere 
handful. It would seem that a curse were resting upon them and 
oppressing them." 

II. another rendition of the same entry, in Adelaide L. Fries, 
Records of The Moravians In North Carolina , Volume I, 1752-1771 
(Raleigh, Edwards & Broughton Printing Company, 1922), page 36: 

"Edenton, September 15* The Indians in North Carolina are in a 
bad way. The Chowan Indians are reduced to a few families, and 
their land has been taken from them. The Tuscaroras live 35 
miles from here, and are still in possession of a pretty piecesof 
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land. They are the remnant of that tribe with which North Caroli¬ 
na was formerly at war, and part of them went to the Five Nations, 
and united with them. Those that are still here are much despis¬ 
ed, and will probably soon come to an end. The Meherrin Indians, 
living further west, are also reduced to a mere handful. It 
looks as if they were under a curse, that crushes them.” 

That gives us specific mention of three of the Indian tribes 
living in North Carolina in 1752. Word on a fourth such tribe 
comes from a deed of sale and a lease both filed in the Land 
Grant Office on November 24th, 1752, which speak of "Charles 
Squires, George Squires, Joshua Squires and Timothy Squires, 

Chief men of the Malimuskeet Indians .. Charles Squires, King of 
the Arromeskeet Indians and the rest of the said Nation of the 
county of Hyde .. Charles Squires and the rest of the Matimuskeet 

Indians" (Patrick R. Garrow, The Mattamuskeet Documents , Raleigh, 

i 

1975, page 63). 

III. Adelaide L. Fries, Records of the Moravians In North Caro ¬ 
lina (Raleigh, 1922), Volume I, pages 29, 36, 41-42 

page 29, from an official copy (not the original) of Spangen- 

* 

burg's diary. September 1752. "On.the 18th we left Edenton, . 
accompanied by the surveyor, and the next day visited the Tuscaro- 
ra Indian town. Their interpreter, Mr. Whitemeal, went with us, 
and introduced us to their captain, who greeted us, asked us to 
be seated, and with a loud shout called in his people. They ask- 
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ed us about our journey and its object, about the northern Indi¬ 
ans, and gave us a message to the Catawba Nation. They treated us 
politely, and bade us a friendly farewell." 

IV. page 36 , a note that Spangenburg wrote in in the margin of 
his diary: "The Tuscaroras say the Cherokees have made peace with 
the Five Nations, and the Cherokees say the same. I asked one 
whether the Five Nations were their brothers, and he crooked two 
fingers, linking them together like a chain. Brother Antes asked 
the same question of others, and one of them crooked his arm and 
linked it into that of the other, and then embraced him — so it 
is between them and the Five Nations!" 

V. pages ipl—JLp2, from an official copy (not the original) of 

Spangenburg’s diary. An entry made in Granville county. North Ca¬ 
rolina, September 25th, 1752. . —. • . r . 

"We also visited the Tuscaroras, who live on the Roanoke. They 
have a tract of good land, secured to them by act of Assembly; I 
should judge'that it contains 20 or 30 thousand acres. It is 12 
miles ‘long, but not wide:. Their interpreter, Mr. Tho.mas White- 
meal, was kind to us, took us to them, showed us their land, and 
introduced us to them. He was at one time a trader among them, 
understands their language fairly well, and speaks it with ease. 
Now he is one.of the richest men in the neighborhood, and is re¬ 
spected by everybody. 

"The Indians have no King* but a Captain elected from among them 
by the whites. There are also several chiefs among them* The 
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Tuscaroras are few in number, and they hold with the Six Nations 
against the Catawbas, but suffer much on this account. They live 
in great poverty, and are oppressed by the whites. Mr. Whitemeal 
is their agent and advocate, and stands well with them. Hitherto 
no-one has tried to teach them of their God and Savior; perhaps 
that is well, for the Lord has his own time for all .. 

"They told us that if we saw the Catawbas we should tell them 
that there were plenty of young men among the Tuscaroras who know 
the way to the Catawba town, and that they could go and return in 
about 20 days. That so far they had kept quiet and had not gone 
into the Catawba country except to hunt a little, and they would 
do no more unless they were disturbed — then they knew the way 
to the Catawba town. We were courteously treated by the Indians, 
and they sent greetings by us to the Shawanos" (Shaawanwa) "on . 
the Susquehannah." 

J • 

VI. a different, longer rendition of the above, in the Coloni ¬ 
al Records , Volume I|_, pages 1,313-1,314 


# They hod q 
Kmj tn 1753. 


Xfhe pint tree 
cbfet l flnd, ^ , 
peace. cKief 
chosen qlon^ ! 

with q chief 

Warner by 
eqch o-f the 7 
c l<\n mothers,' 
totqf, 15 
chfe-fs & 1 
dqn mothers ■. 


We paid a visit to the Tuscarora Indians who live on the Roanoke.^ 
They liye^upan.a tract -of-very' good Tandf secured to them by ae£ of * 
Assembly. I suppose it contains from 20 to 30,000 acres of land. I It 

is 12 miles long, but not broad. C 

■’ * 

The Interpreter Mr. Thomas Whitemeal [Whitmele] was kind enough 
to.go with us showed us all their h\nd and ma'de us acquainted with 
them. He has been a trader among them, understands their language 
and speaks it quite fluently. Now he is one of the wealthiest men about 
here and has an excellent character among: all classes. The Indians 
have no King but a Captain whom the whites select from their midst. 
There are also some individuals who live among them as chiefs.^ 

.Their number is small; they side-with the Six'Nations" against the. 
Catawbas, but suffer from this relationship very much. They are very 
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poor and are oppressed bv the whites. Mr. AVhitemeal is their agent 
and advocate and is much respected by them. No efforts have,, as yet 
been made to christianize them. 

Thev gave us a message to the Catawbas (not knowing that they had 
made peace with the Six Nations) should we see them, “that there x^ere 
enough voting men among them who know the way to the Catawba 
Town. They could come and go there in 20 days; that they had 
remained very quiet and not molested the Catawbas except to hunt a lit¬ 
tle and they should remain quiet as long as the Catawbas did. Should 
thev however become troublesome the way to the Catawba Town could 
soon be found.” 

Tis worthy of remark that the conduct of the Indians here is quite 
different from that in Pennsylvania. There the Indians are not feared 
at all unless they are drunk. Here they conduct themselves in such a 
way that the whites are afraid of them. If they enter a house & the 
man is not at home they become insolent & the poor woman must do 
as they command. v . 

So me ti nies they, come in such large Companies that.even .the man is 
sorely put to it if compelled to deal with them. Sometimes men do 
like Andrew Lambert who found traces of Seneca Indians on his land 
& ftHiis corn & found they had killed & eaten some of his cattle. lie/ 
called his dogs which he used for bear hunting some 8 or 10 in number , 

& with his rifle in hand, he drove them out like sheep before him & 
thus rid himself of the nuisance. 

This is difficult when people live alone in the woods about here; they v 
are in danger of getting into unpleasant relations with the Indians. 

North Carolina waged war with the Indians, in time the latter became 
worsted & in consequence lost their land. This created a bad feeling 
not onlv among those tribes immediately concerned but with all the rest. / 
This feeling of animosity will not speedily die out. This asserts itself / j 
on all occasions & it has come so far in N. C. that not only did the jin- |i 
dians rob the people of their stock, but in some cases even killed some / 
of them. TviriS. 


Notice that this second version leaves out the last line of the first version, 
but replaces it with three whole paragraphs. All of which goes to show that 
when you read Proust in anything but the original French, you may think that 
you have read Proust ; but you have not read Proust , you have read a transla¬ 
tion. 


VII. another German account of their visit of September 19th, 1752 to the 


Tuscaroras, this one written by Joseph Miller, dated January 25th, 1753 and 
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published 172 years later in Adelaide L. Fries, Records of the Moravians in 
North Carolina, Volume II (Raleigh, 1925), pages 521-522: 

"Monday, September 18 .. We journeyed to Mr. Whitemeal, to whom we had been 
directed, for he is the mouth of the Tuscaroras. He received us kindly .. 

"Tuesday, September 19. Mr. Whitemeal went with us to the Tuscaroras; we 
reached there about noon; they received us pleasantly, and Brother Joseph 
spoke to them as he desired." That would be the Bishop Spangenburg speaking, 
thinking in German and preaching in English, with Mr. Whitemeal translating it 
into Tuscarora. "Meanwhile a little old mother prepared the noon meal, we had 
a kettle full of corn on the cob, salt, and afterwards watermelons, they also 
made punch for us to drink .. Mr Mr. Whitemeal then conducted us to the right 
road, and took friendly leave of us." 

VIII. back to Volume I of Records of the Moravians in North Carolina , page 
53 setting'-forth an entry in the diary of the Bishop Spangenburg, this one 
made November 28th, 1752. 

"One man in Edenton suggested the Tuscarora land, which lies about 35 miles 
from Edenton, and introduced me to the interpreter, Mr. Whitemeal. I took his 
suggestion into consideration, notwithstanding the Act of Assembly of which I 

send you a copy. 

"The land lies on the Roanoke, and can be reached by fairly large boats .. 

It is about 12 miles long, and of varying width. Mr. Whitemeal told me the 
greatest width was 6 miles. It probably contains 30 to 40 thousand acres, 
though one estimate was 70 thousand acres" (60,235-g- acres by survey a full 
fifty years later, just under-94.1 square miles). 

"Be that as it may, it is a considerable body of land. Some of it is rich, 
lies low, and is covered with tall, strong canes, is however frequently flood- 
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ed by the river. Part of it lies high, but is also rich, and the Indians 
plant it till the grass grows so freely that they cannot till their corn — for 
they have neither plow nor harrow — and then they clear and plant a new peice. 
About half of the land is barren, but has some trees on it. As everywhere in 
that section the water is bad, especially in summer. Perhaps wells would help 
the situation- 

”It is said that the Indians are tired of living there, and not many of them 
are left. Many have gone North, and live, I understand, on the Susquehanna; 

others fell before the Catawbas, who some time ago attacked and killed many of 

them; others are scattered, as the wind scatters the smoke. A few people have 

grants from the Lord Proprietor, but Mr. Whitemeal says only to one or more 

small peices • • 

!t We would not buy from the Indians, who cannot sell it, but from My Lord 
Granville. It would not wrong the Indians, who would receive remuneration for 
their improvements, for otherwise they will probably be driven away empty-handed 
by fear of the Catawbas. They are as uncertain as the fowls of the air." 

Nothing ever came of that scheme, and the Bishop Spangenburg lived forty more 
years, and never had anything more to do with the Tuscarora. 

*qnnulfed by q taw passed m 17 *tS* 

rearing qf! whites (ii/iftj o» the 

Ti/fccqrora reserve to get <rPf qnd 
.Stqy crff by /V\qrth 2.5th, 17^7^ 
the old-style We*/Yeqrs 0 q/ 

(qccordrhj to A^lcU IT o-F the. 
jqfd IqvNf, Xeroxed qbove o t> pqge 

' _ __— -—— 
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Hew Bern, H.C., March 28, 1753: "Bead the petition of the Tusk- 
erora Indians, setting forth that their King had in a clandestine 
manner leased to John McGasky, contrary to their inclination and 
the laws of this province made in their favor ..” 

New Bern, September 26, 1753, "The Commissioners on the 28th day 
of March last to examine, hear and determine concerning the com¬ 
plaint of the Tuskerora Indians, made their report in the following 
words j 

"Pursuant to the within warrants the parties appeared. And John 
McGasky, the defendant, confessing that he held a tract of land by 
virtue of a lease from the Indian King, ordered and adjudged that 
the defendant quit his claim, and all pretention to the said land 
by virtue of the said lease • from which judgement the defendant ap¬ 
peals. Given under our hands this 21st day of May 1753. 

Signed Thomas Whitmell 

William Taylor Commissioners 

"Which return being read and the appellant heard, it was ordered 
that the judgement of the said Commissioners be confirmed, and that 
the said John McGasky do remove himself and his effects off and 

i' 

from the said Indians’ land accordingly; 11 

(from the Colonial Records , Volume 5, 1887, pages 31, 35) 
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The numbers in parentheses refer to the Volume and page number of the reference 
in The Colonial Records Of North Carolina , from •which many (but by no means all) 
of these references come. 


^1756. November 10th, 1756, letter from Governor Dinwiddie of Virginia to Gov- 

' 

ernor Dobbs of North Carolina, trying to recruit the 100 warriors of the Tuscaro- 
ra in the latter colony to fight in the French and Indian War. "I sent a messen¬ 
ger to the Tuscaroras, who promised to join the Nottoways" (already fighting in 
the war) "and come in here, but your good offices with those people will be of 

service." ((5:647) 

^1757. January 20th, 1757, letter from Governor Dobbs. "I find that when the 
Tuskerora Lands were fixed, who were then more numerous than the Catawbas are now 
that they were content with a tract less than 10 miles radius round their towns." 
(5:742) He refers to events of forty years ago, 1717. 

^April 6th, 1757, Virginia. Letter from Lord Loudon to Virginia's Governor Din¬ 
widdie. " *. We have near 300 Indians of the Cherokee, Cataba, Tuscarora, and 
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Nottoway come to our assistance. I have ordered them to oUr front and directed 
Colonel Washington", the famous George Washington, "to join some of our forces 
with them and send them out in different parties a-scalping, and to observe the 
motions of the eneny." ( Collections of the Virginia Historical Society , Volume 4 
published in 1884, page 605) 

^May 25th, 1757, N.C. "Mr. Herron moved the House to make provision for the 
wives and children of the Indian warriors of the Catawba and Tuscarora Nations 
who are gone to the assistance of Virginia. Thereupon it is resolved that this 
House will allow the Catawba Indians 80 pounds proclamation money," ect. "And 
the sum of 40 pounds proclamation money be paid to Mr. Williams and Mr. White- 
mell out of the said tax" (the tax for defraying contingencies), "and be by them 
applied for the use of the Tuscarora and Meherrin Indians in like manner." 

May 26th, 27th, much the same wording. (5:839, 858, 861, 864) 

^June 20th, 1757. Another letter from Governor Dinwiddle of Virginia to Govern- 
Dobbs of North Carolina. "We have had many Indians from the Cherokees, Catawbas, 
Tuscaroras, et cetera, but they're not to be governed, nor will they tarry any 
time to do us any service. The Catawbas and Tuscaroras are returned home; about" 
150 Cherokees still at Ylinchester, but they are a dissatisfied set of people." 
(5:765) Presumably the Tuscarora warriors had been at Winchester too; an import- 
ant crossroads, it lay in extreme northern Virginia in the Shenandoah Valley. 
^September 25th, 1757, a letter from he who had served as King of the Tuscaroras 
in North Carolina for the past eighteen years and three months, in reference to 
the ninety-four square mile Tuscarora reserve. tT We the Tuskerora Indians peti¬ 
tion your Excellency and Council to grant a patent or some better title for our 
land. For the white folks tells us this is good for nothing, and they come and 
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settle without leave, fell our timber and drive stocks of all sorts” (hogs, cattle 
and I suppose sheep, goats, ect., all of which would trample the grass-choked, un¬ 
fenced cornfields of the Tuscaroras). "We hope care will be taken to protect us 
in quiet possession of our lands and from the white people abusing us. 

By order JAMES BX^TJNT 

September 25th 1757 For the Tuskarora Nation" (300 people) 

(5:785-786) 

^ 1758. May 3rd, 1758, New :Bern,'iN.C. ; : , ’Mr.'-Whitmell n ,' interpreter:^or-the Tuscaro- 
rav-"acquainted the House that there are in town several of the Tuskarora Indians, 
and moved that the House would allow them a sum necessary to support them whilst 
here. Resolved, that Mr. Thomas Whitmell provide necessaries for the said Indians, 
and pay for the same;" and that he be reimbursed. New Bern had come into exis- 
tance in 1710, the Neusiok Indian village of Chatooka (where a Tuscarora man got 
killed by lightning when John Lawson was there, circa 1701-1708) having stood on 
that same site until 1710. So it was nothing new for Tuscaroras to go to the 
area of New Bern. (5:1007-1008). 

'''May 4th, 1758, a second attempt to get the Tuscaroras involved in the French and 
Indian War. "Sir, the Assembly request that your Excellency will endeavor to pre¬ 
vail with a number of the Tuscarora Indians to march with the troops of,this pro¬ 
vince, and join his Majesty's forces in Virginia, in the operations intended 
against the enemy. And that you will induce them thereto by ordering a bounty of 
40 shillings out of the Public Treasury to each man, and assure them that the Ass¬ 
embly will consider of their behavior, and reward them according to their merit 
at their return at the end of the campaign." (5:1012) 

^November 25th, 1758. "Mr. William Williams acquainted the House that as sever- 
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al Tuscorara Indians were in town and burdensome to several private persons with 


whom the said Indians are acquainted, therefore moved that persons be appointed 
to provide necessary provisions for the said Indians during their stay in town. 
Resolved, that Mr. Whitman and Mr. Williams furnish the said Indians with neces¬ 
sary provisions the time they may remain in town", in New Bern, "and that they be 
reimbursed the expense thereof by the treasurer." (5:1043) 

^November 29th, 1758. Wilmington, N.C. "Upon complaint of King Blunt and the 
rest of the Tuskarora Indians that Humphrey Bate had settled upon their lands 
without their consent (contrary to an Act of Assembly of this province made in the 
year 1748 to prevent any person from settling on their lands, notwithstanding any 
patents granted for any part within their district). Ordered that the Attorney 
General do prosecute the said Humphrey Bate unless he quits the said land." 
(5:994-995). That same day, "the petition of Humphrey Bates .. showing that he i 
is possessed and entitled to 300 acres of land under George Charlton, grandson of 
William Charlton", who served as interpreter for the Tuscaroras before Mr. White- 
meal; "to whom 600 acres of land (of which the said 300 acres are part) were made 
over by King Thomas Blount and other of the Chieftans of the Tuscarora Indians in 
the year 1723; but is now disturbed by the said Indians in his possessions, pray¬ 
ing relief, ect., which was read." (5:1046) 

^December 18th, 1758, "the petition of George Charlton, grandson of William Chari 
ton, setting forth among other things that William (the grandfather of the said 
George) obtained a warrant by order of Council (and with the consent and desire of 
King Thomas Blount and others, chieftans of the Tuscarora Indians), dated 7th Nov¬ 
ember 1723, for 600 acres of land. That the said Indians are displeased that the 

* 

said Charleton should settle anyone on the said land, for that the said Indians 
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had sold the said land to the said Charleton and his sons and heirs and not to 
anyone else* Praying relief, and so on. On motion, resolved that the 

said petition be rejected." That made the second time that a white man living 
on the Tuscarora reserve got kicked off in the last five years — John McGaskey 
v;as ordered to leave in 1753 (on May 21st, and again on September 26th), and now 
Humphrey Bate, or Bates, a week before Christmas of 1758. (5:1082); Bates had 

been there, in the eyes of the Tuscaroras a trespasser, at least three weeks, 
holding what was supposed to amount to 300 acres, not inconceivably actually three 
times that much (see F. Roy Johnson, The Tuscaroras , Volume 2, 1968, page 195). 

It had taken more than four months to get rid of McGaskey, and in the end it would 
take over five and a half months to actually get rid of Humphrey Bates/ 

^1759. May 11th, 1759. A letter from the Governor of North Carolina. "Sir — the 
Tuscarora Indians have made a complaint to me, that one Humphrey Bates has settled 
on their lands against their will, which I desire you will enquire into, that jus¬ 
tice may be done them. I will also recommend the Indians to the consideration of 
your House for what provisions and necessaries they shall want during their stay 

here. To Mr. Speaker 

11th May 1759. Arthur Dobbs 

"On motion, resolved, that Mr. John Fonville provide necessary provisions for 
the Indians during their stay in town, and that he be reimbursed the expense there¬ 
of by the Treasurer." (6:100) The town spoken of is New Bern. 

^May 12th, 1759. A letter— "It being certified to this House that the Tuscarora 
Indians who went on the expedition against Fort DuQuesne" (pronounced Dukan; in 
Pennsylvania) "under the command of General Forbes, behaved well on that expedi¬ 
tion, this House therefore have resolved that the sum of 105 pounds be laid out in 
presents by Mr. John Campbell and given to the said Indians as and for a bounty 

he ewer Jeff- Q Sqrc*h fio+er, possibly h»5 tvfdow, 
w<is s+iIt an the reserve V years I q+er. (7:3(>l) 
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and reward for their services on the said expedition Obviously, success had 

met the second attempt, a year and four days earlier, at drawing the Tuscarora in 
North Carolina into the fighting now known as the French and Indian War. Catawba 
and Cheraw (Sara) Indians from the Catawba Nation in South Carolina had gone on 
this same expedition under General Forbes. (6:90, 101) 

^May 16th, 1759. A letter to the Governor of North Carolina. "Sir— In answer 
to your Excellency’s message" (May 12th) "relating to Humphrey Bates, his keeping 
possession of and cultivating " (emphasis mine) "land of the Tuscarora Indians .. 
the Attorney General .. has already exhibited an information against Bates .. 

(the Assembly) have accomodated the Indians with provisions and necessaries agree¬ 
able to the other part of your message." (6:108) 

''December 7th, 1759. "Thomas Beden was allowed his claim of 5 pounds 3 shillings 
and 4 pence proclamation money for entertainment for the Catawba and Tuskarora In¬ 
dians at Wilmington, by the Governor's order, as by account filed." (6:210) 
''December 17th, 1759. "The House being acquainted that several of the Tuscorora 
Indians are now in town* and require some assistance, it is therefore resolved 
that Mr. (Cornelius) Harnett do provide necessary drink and provisions for the 
said Indians during their stay in town .." (6:127, 161, December 17th, 19th) 

J 1760. January 5th, 1760, North Carolina decided not to employ the Tuscarora to 
fight alongside the white soldiers against the Cherokee in the Cherokee War, it 
having cost so much to employ the Tuscarora in that manner during the French and 
Indian War every year since 1756: The Committee of Public Claims in Wilmington 

said "that the expense of supplying the Indians with provision marching to and 
from the war amounts annually to a considerable expense, and is they conceive 
that their assistance is now unnecessary, your Committee refers it to the consid- 







1760, 1761 


eration of the House whether such allowance should be continued* — The House on 
consideration of* the above .observation resolvedtthe :said allowance:for,provisions 
for the Indians be for the future discontinued.” (6:215) 

^May 27th, 1760. "Resolved .. that the sum of 22 shillings proclamation money 
be paid to Richard Cogdell for necessaries found by him for the Tuscarora Indians 
whilst in town this session.*” (6:425, 435) 

^December 1760. Naturally, though not aspyet-directly involved in the Cherokee 
War, the Tuscarora kept up with events pertaining to the course of the war, as we 
see from a translation of a private diary written in German at the Moravian settle¬ 
ment called Bethabara: "On the 5th it was reported that the Indians were killing 
again on the Catawba (river). Brother Ettwein had a talk with a Tuscarora.” 
‘(Adelaide L. Fries, Records of the Moravians in North Carolina , Volume I, Raleigh, 
1922, page 233.) This marks our first record of any contact between the Tuscaro¬ 
ra and the Moravians since a delegation of the latter visited the reserve on the 
19th of September 1752, and I can readily accept that the two groups really had 
had nothing to do with each other in the eight years intervening. 

^1761. Two undated references. One, from page 234 of the book on Moravian rec¬ 
ords just mentioned, translates from the German, from the Wachovia Church Book, to 
show that the Tuscarora had finally become caught up in the Cherokee War, and that 
to the extent of sending fully half of their adult male population off to fight in 
it: ”War with the Cherokees continued. .The South Carolinians marched into their 
country and destroyed about 800 houses in 15 of their towns, also more than 1,500 
acres of corn. The Virginians attacked the Overhills Indians” (the Overhill, Val¬ 
ley, Middle and Lower Cherokee making up the four parts of that nation, with the 
Overhill towns in the present state of Tennessee), ”and 400 men from North Caroli- 
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1761 


na and some 50 Tuscaroras accompanied them.” Surely records kept in Virginia 
must contain more on the Tuscarora action. 


^The other undated, 1761 reference appears in "An answer to the several queries 


sent by the Lords Commissioners for trade and plantations", in London, England 
(6:605-623). "The only tribes or remains of tribes of Indians residing in this 
province are the Tuskerora, Sapona, Meherin, and Maramuskito Indians." The writ¬ 
er, 'presumably Governor Dobbs, must have thought 6'f-other Indians stillHiving - 
in North Carolina in 1761 as somehow not really members of any tribe. "The Tus¬ 
kerora have about 100 fighting men" — as reported to Governor Dobbs in militia 
returns seven years earlier— "the Saponas and Meherrin Indians about 20 each" 


"and the 


/ 9 


r 


Maramuskitos about 7 or 8" ' . s r-trr: :>£ . :r including six 

men named Joseph Russel Mackey, James Long Tom, and George, Charles, John and 
Timothy Squires). Indians not thought of by the Governor as members of an Indian 
nation would include the few Eatteras, Yeopim and Chowanocy three anciently.;es- 
tablished peoples not only as scarce as or scarcer than the "Maramuskitos" (Matta- 
muskeet), but also (at least in the case of the first two) removed from their re¬ 
spective reserves and thus difficult to locate in the general population. It 

would also include the reputedly lawless population on Drowning creek, the pres- 

\ 

ent Lumber river, described in the militia returns seven years earlier as "mixt", 
and living on territory occupied beginning in 1720 (and on up to past 1733) by 
the Waccamaw Indians. 

Of the four tribes recognized in 1761, "The first 3 are situated innthe middle 
of the colony upon and near Roanoke"— the Tuscarora lived on Roanoke river, but 
only an informant too lazy to bother with explanations would describe the Saponi 
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and Meherrin as anywhere near that river—"and have by law 10,000 acres of 


land allotted to them in Lord Granville’s district 


That's the Tuscarora res¬ 


erve, eventually shown by survey to include 60,235 and a half acres. Governor 
Dobbs had signed an earlier letter to the Board of Trade in London, September 
11th, 1759, complaining about the great size proposed for the Catawba reserve in 
South Carolina and closing with the statement that "300 Tuskeroras were contented 
with 12,000 acres" (6:58), and the German Moravians in 1752 had heard estimates 
of 20, 30, 40 and 70 thousand acres. Of course' the Meherrin 1 lived on their -own 
reserve, not that of the Tuscarora, and the Saponi probably did not live there 
either. The 1761 reference ends as follows: 

"They live chiefly by hunting and are in perfect friendship with the inhabi¬ 
tants." (6:616) 

^1762. From the South Carolina Gazette , the newspaper published in Charleston, 
S.C., the issue for February 27th, 1762, the front page, upper left hand corner: 

"By letters from Williamsburg in Virginia we learn that their regiment was to 
be disbanded on the Lieutenant-Governor's receiving an authentic notification of 
a peace being concluded with the Cherokees. Conocotocko, or the Standing-Turkey, 
had been in the Virginia camp, and acquainted the commanding officer with the ar¬ 
ticles of peace, and sent down a belt of white wampum to Lieutenant-Governor 
Fauquier in confirmation of it. The Standing-Turkey has also, by an additional 
article entered into with Colonel Stephens, included the Tuscaroras in the t-rea 
treaty." F.emember that 50 Tuscaroras went along with the Virginia regiment and 
a 400-man Worth Carolina regiment against the Overhill Cherokees (of whom the 


Standing Turkey was a chieftan) in 1761. Massive, exhaustively-detailed report¬ 
age of the troubles with the Cherokees and Creeks in the South Carolina Gazette 
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between 1758 and 1762— the first newspaper reportage worthy of the name in South 

' X 

Carolina—mentions the Tuscarora only this once; and identifies Conocotocko, 

May 3rd, 1760, as "the Standing Turkey , now Emperor of the Cherokees." 




V 




X pronounced in Cherokee, Ki/na 9? do 3 <«, "turkey I 
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